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January 5, 2009

Arcadia Community Center Americorps Summer VISTA Program

(June 5th 2009– August 7th 2009, nine weeks)

Service Description:

Of the some 1600 people residing in the neighborhoods surrounding the Community Center, the majority are internationals representing refugee and immigrant groups speaking more than 31 languages and from over 17 countries, including Kosovo, Bosnia, Cuba, Honduras, Guatemala, Iran, Iraq, Congo, Mexico, Sierra Leon, Sudan, Burundi and Togo. The majority are from Somalia--the Somali Bantu. 

Four summer associates will work in partnership with our current project as relates to our goal: assisting with the difficult process of acculturation many of our residents face by increasing our center’s capacity to provide safe, educational, and interactive programming for the youth of the Arcadia neighborhood through a holistic approach that involves partnership and familiarity with the youths’ network of support such as family, neighborhood, ethnic community, school, and community center staff and volunteers.

Member Duties: 

· Familiarize themselves with the youth of the Arcadia neighborhood, including youths’ varying networks of social support through activities that include weekly neighborhood walk and talks, community wide social activities and outreach, and parent programs

· Support all summer youth programming through the planning, coordination and implementation of summer programming for children and youth through the recruitment, tracking, and encouragement of program participants, recruitment of program support (including volunteers and parents of youth), and the development of resources to support youth programming.

· Provide a leadership role with our summer teen programming as relates to partnering with our teens as they design and execute a fundraiser to aid in the sustainability of the teen center and its programming, and mentor teens to encourage a greater ownership of their program.

· Participate in weekly center staff meetings and reflection activities to plan and review center activities and work toward a deeper understanding of the effects of poverty on immigrant and refugee resettlement.

Program Benefits: 

· Bi-weekly living stipend of about $370, plus either an educational ward or monetary bonus upon completion of service.

· Real-world professional experience in a wide variety of areas (such as education, youth development, curriculum design, community organizing, the arts, immigrant and refugee issues, resource mobilization, urban demographics, system navigation)

· Become a part of a truly unforgettable community

· Internship can be structured for course credit at participating colleges and universities     

Terms: 

Requires full-time service. Stipend payment provided by the Corporation for National and Community Service via direct deposit. 

Service Areas: 

Community and economic development, community outreach and organizing, children/youth development, curriculum design, education, environment, health, hunger, housing, neighborhood revitalization.

Skills Developed: 

Counseling, Communications, Computers/Technology, Conflict Resolution, Education, Fine Arts/Crafts, Leadership, Public Speaking, Recruitment, Resource Development, Teaching/Tutoring, Writing/Editing, Youth Development. 

How to Apply:

Call Jennifer Hurley at (502) 375 1819 and prepare a resume and cover letter. You may send them electronically to arcadia@insightbb.com or via hard copy to 1423 Arcade Avenue, Louisville KY 40215.

